Introduction
The isolation of gonococcal and non-gonococcal neisseriae and other related organisms from genital and extragenital sites makes it necessary to distinguish the clinically important isolates. Carbohydrate degradation tests, serological techniques, or both may be used. Where laboratories perform only conventional carbohydrate utilisation tests or fluorescent antibody tests, however, identification of certain Neisseria gonorrhoeae cultures may pose problems. Arko et al found that N meningitidis and Branhamella catarrhalis were the two organisms most often confused with N gonorrhoeae. ' Coagglutination is useful in identifying gonococci from anogenital sites in women and from the urethra in men. 2 The frequent occurrence of meningococci in the anorectum of homosexual men3 and in the pharynx limits 10 K denitrificans has a colonial morphology very similar to that of the gonococcus, is coccoid to rod shaped, and produces acid from glucose. The superoxol test therefore seems to be a useful procedure for identifying gonococci if it is used in conjunction with currently available techniques and its limitations are recognised.
